Money Won’t Buy You Love and Neither Will Drugs
(This article by a short-term experimenter with psychedelic drugs has been reprised from the 1960s.
Posted at http://groups.google.com/group/spiritual-harmfulness-of-marijuana-and-other-psychedelic-drugs .)
 
“Selfishness inevitably leads to dissatisfaction and disappointment, because desires are endless” (Meher Baba).  If one would find satisfaction in living, selfish tendencies must give way to selflessness.  It is love that facilitates this transition, pure unadulterated love that finds its expression in caring for others, extending them a helping hand, adding happiness to their lives, spiritually enriching the lives of others.
The great souls throughout history have manifested such love in their lives.  Following their example may seem deceptively easy, for it is not external appearances that count or temporary internal changes.  Spirituality has to do with the complete transformation of the tenor of one’s life.


It is not difficult to be beguiled by the false promises of instant spirituality held by such drugs as LSD and other hallucinogens, including marijuana.  But the question that must be asked is this:  Can the use of such drugs truly help anyone become more loving?  Can real love ever be a forced or a chemically induced affair?  A real and abiding love such as the love that is manifest in the lives of great souls would seem to have come from the nurturing and full and spontaneous expression of heart qualities.  Such love would seem to be sustained without resorting to external stimuli.  The love that is naturally brought to fruition in the life of a great soul has staying power.  By contrast, the attitude that may pass for love that can sometimes seem to be induced through the use of drugs wears off sooner or later and can never be regarded as one’s own attainment.  Sooner or later those who honestly seek to spiritualize their lives realize that they have been taken in, even made fools of.  There may even be crippling side effects from attempts to artificially transform or induce changes in one’s life.  These side effects may linger, impeding efforts to find satisfaction and happiness in life.
How can the tenor of life be transformed in a significant and lasting way?  It would seem to be through the cultivation of the kind of love that is manifest in the lives of great souls.  The pure and unadulterated love that emanates from such souls is said to spring from a source that is within, “a source which is independent of stimuli.” (Meher Baba).   All human beings would seem to have already within out own grasp the means for realizing this love.  By an effort of will it is possible to begin the process of abolishing selfishness and supplanting selfish tendencies with selflessness, clearing the way for the release of the love latent in each of us.
Experiences that are artificially induced through the use of drugs can have effects that can seriously jeopardize the progress of those aspiring to realize their essential humanity and spirituality.  This is owing to the fact that such experience end to rob users and experimenters of their will power, delaying the day that they begin to come to terms with selfish tendencies and begin to work toward a real transformation of their lives.  The use of drugs can impede or delay the release of the unadulterated, selfless love that might one day flow spontaneously from the user or experimenter.

Meher Baba has written that “the birth of love is facilitated by the death of selfishness.  Being is dying by loving.”  This is the process in which the spiritual aspirant eventually becomes involved.

If one would truly help others, one must begin to spiritual one’s own life, and not just for the time, and not in a superficial and haphazard way, but in a way that leads to the fruition and expression of the essence of the soul.  In this way those who are honestly seeking bring realize and help others realize and experience that which is latent, that which is divine in each soul, love.

*****************************************************************************

For Meher Baba’s views on the spiritual, mental, and physical harmfulness of the use of marijuana and other psychedelic drugs, see “God in a Pill?” excerpted at http://groups.google.com/group/spiritual-harmfulness-of-marijuana-and-other-psychedelic-drugs .

